
The European Union and Syria.

The political and military handling of the Syrian drama could well turn out to be the external detonator leading to the EU’s implosion. Cynically, this may well be the actual aim of a number of circles that wish – at any cost – to recover all the elements of national sovereignty (and in particular monetary sovereignty for EMU Members) that have been progressively transferred to the Union over the last sixty years. The chaos resulting from the extension of the conflict throughout the Middle East would be exploited politically by governing parties, tempted to recuperate to their own advantage the nationalist sentiments that have been fuelled by the economic crisis. Some so called “Europhile” parties would then justify reconsidering the European project in the name of the “national interest”.
How else can one explain that France, in the name of moral principles both indisputable and opportunistic, aligns itself suddenly on the United States without the slightest attempt to forge a “European” position that should be, by any measure the highest priority? Does the “military” posturing of France, within an operation that is 100% dependant on the United States capabilities, aim at reinforcing the political weight of France within the Union in the face of Germany’s ever increasing importance? The British attitude is at least wholly consistent with its avowed ambition to renegotiate the Treaty of the Union.
The sudden focalisation on the unacceptable use of chemical weapons, the deployment of which is but an additional step in the horrors to which the civilian population is subjected by all protagonists, serves mainly to condone the equally unacceptable hesitations of the international community over the last two years.
The apparent precipitation with which the military intervention is being considered raises all the more question that the aim appears to be a mere “slap on the wrist” of a discredited regime for unbecoming behaviour, avoiding carefully to weaken it excessively and without any consideration either of a long term solution or of the consequences of a possible extension of the conflict.
Electoral deadlines are fast approaching both in France and Britain and are not currently favouring incumbents; thus, a “military diversion” can – if successful – reunite public opinion behind governments that are unable to manage their domestic affairs. That is both a high risk and totally irresponsible attitude.

On the other hand, any extension of the Middle East conflict would bring further to light the dissensions between EU Member States and particularly within the Franco- German couple. This could lead to a total freeze of the Community institutions putting seriously into jeopardy the pursuit of crucial urgent objectives such as completion of the Banking Union or the implementation of the recent legislation on budgetary discipline and its dependant mechanisms of financial solidarity.
Financial markets have already started to react negatively to the implications of an extension of the conflict and its consequence on the supply of crucial raw materials, in particular oil. Within such a context, the ECB will be totally impotent to counter renewed speculation in the sovereign debt market and, in due course, to save the Euro.

Before committing headlong to a “limited” and “punitive” military operation, it is necessary for the EU to agree on a common stance in this very delicate matter which is ridden with highly complex and often contradictory parameters. If Europe is unable to meet this challenge, the added value of the Union will be seriously put into question; any hope for an orderly exit of the economic and financial crisis will then be irremediably compromised.
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